Winelands, Sea and Wildlife
Eleven Day Experience in South Africa
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Day One

Cellars-Hohenort Hotel

Cape Town

The
Historic Wineries
of Constantia
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Upon arrival at the Cape Town International Airport
a shuttle will directly take you to The
Cellars-Hohenort Hotel.
The ﬁve-star Cellars-Hohenort, a member of the
prestigious Relais & Châteaux global fellowship
network, is located in the historical Constantia
Valley.

The hotel’s 51 guest rooms and suites boast
breathtaking views of Table Mountain and of the
property’s award-winning beautiful gardens.
Greenhouse, run by Executive Chef Peter
Tempelhoff, is selected year on year by several
prestigious awards, among others the 2-Plate Award
by the JHP Gourmet Guide and the Mercedez-Benz
Restaurant.

Fountain Hotel, Cape Town
Blanc and Méthode Cap Classique in South Africa,
along with other celebrated wines, and an 18-hole
championship golf course as well as an
award-winning spa hotel - it all makes Steenberg a
complete leisure destination in idyllic Constantia.

Constantia Manor House

Award as one of the best restaurants on the African
continent. The other Hohenort’s restaurant, The
Conservatory, holds the Diners Club Winelist Award
Platinum Certiﬁcate.
Daytime option 1: stay at Cellars Hohenort for lunch
and wine tasting at one of its two restaurants and
relax in its gardens by the two outdoor swimming
pools.
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Daytime option 2: Visit the Steenberg winery - the
Cape’s ﬁrst winery. Established in 1682, Steenberg
winery has come a long way from its humble
beginnings. Roughly 30 minutes from the bustling
heart of Cape Town, Steenberg winery is a
destination steeped in heritage. With its outstanding
beauty and high quality standards.
Steenberg produces some of the ﬁnest Sauvignon

In the evening, you will be invited to discover the
Constantia winery which is the epitome of the beauty
of this most historic wine-making region of Cape
Winelands.
The Buitenverwachting winery with its restaurant
and its wine tasting offerings gives the best
experience of admiring the lush green landscapes of
Constantia at the restaurant’s veranda over a glass of
Buitenverwachting’s specialties: Bordeaux red
varietals and the winery’s distinctive “Husseys Vlei”
Sauvignon Blanc, exceptionally rich in green peppers
ﬂavours.
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Catharina’s is one of the most sumptuous places
within the historic Constantia wineries, a perfect
example of the ‘Cape Dutch’ winery style - in
parallel, Bistro Sixteen82, also repeatedly selected as
one of the best wine tasting venues in Constantia, is
a modern neo-bistro focusing on seasonal dishes
created by chef Kerry Kiplin.
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Steenberg winery boasts of two restaurants:
* Catharina’s
* Bistro Sixteen82

Cape Town will leave you speechless — it’s
unique beauty when you (reluctantly) return
home you will never stop talking about it!”
04 | The Historic Wineries of Constantia

Beau Constantia
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“Whether you plan to admire the panoramic
views from the top of Table Mountain,
indulge on a wine estate tour or spot the Big
Five in a wildlife reserve..,

Premium Wine-Themed Travel Experience in South Africa

Hohenort Hotel
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Magniﬁcent
Chapman’s
Peak Drive
Premium Wine-Themed Travel Experience in South Africa

Day Two

Spectacular Cape Town

Cape Town

Cape Peninsula
Scenic Tour

Start your day with a beautiful scenic tour of Cape
Town and its surroundings - ride the cable car up to
the top of Table Mountain, one of the New 7
Wonders, and experience a view like no other. Table
Mountain is a ﬂat-topped mountain forming a
prominent landmark overlooking the city of Cape
Town in South Africa.
The cable car to the mountaintop with cabins
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holding up to 65 people & rotating ﬂoors for 360°
views. The mountain forms part of the Table
Mountain National Park where you may encounter
some wildlife such as baboons.
Next, you will make your way along Chapman’s Peak
Drive, along Chapman’s Peak Mountain, overlooking
a magniﬁcent view of the Atlantic ocean towards
Cape Point, where the two oceans meet, the cold

Boulders Beach Penguins, Simonstown

“South Africa changes you forever, like nowhere on
earth. Once you have been there, you will never be the
same. But how do you begin to describe the magic to
someone who has never felt it?”
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Last for today is Boulders Beach, it is a sheltered beach
made up of inlets between granite boulders, from
which the name originated. Boulders Beach is home to
a serene penguin colony, the African Penguin, and one
of the few places in the world where you can swim with
these wonderful water birds. On the way you may
encounter several baboons - don’t be surprised when
they appear on the road out of nowhere! Enjoy a
relaxed evening back at the Cellars-Hohenort Hotel.
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waters of the Atlantic Ocean on the west and the
warmer Indian Ocean waters from the east.
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Clifton Beach, Cape Town
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Neethlingshof Vineyards
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Day Three

Backsberg

Leaving Cape Town

Journey into the
Cape Winelands
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We say our goodbyes to the Mother City, Cape Town
and journey towards Ceres, but ﬁrst we make a stop
in Paarl to explore some heritage, culture and wine.
Paarl is the third oldest town and European
settlement in the Republic of South Africa and the
largest town in the Cape Winelands.
Here, we will have lunch and wine tasting at the
Backsberg winery.

Backsberg is fairly unique in that it is the only South
African winery, and one of the three in the world (!),
that is carbon neutral. A visit at Backsberg winery is
a unique opportunity to discover how the art of wine
making can go along with sustainability ethics. At
Backsberg’s Wine Blending Experience you will be
able to participate in an informative Wine Tasting
followed by an interactive and hands-on blending
activity.

Backsberg Cellar

Such an experience allows to broaden one’s
knowledge about the nature of single varietals and
how they are often used to form a component in a
wine blend, adding either structure, fruit, ﬁnesse or
body to create a well-balanced wine.

for the quality of its Shiraz, the climate in particular
favouring this variety. Chenin Blanc, Chardonnay,
Pinotage, Viognier and Mourvedre are increasingly
well regarded. Paarl is also home to a couple of Craft
breweries, olives and olive oil producers.

The Paarl Wine Route, renowned for its rich,
full-bodied, spicy red and crisp white wines, is the
second oldest in the country. The area is best known

After lunch, we take a well-deserved walk around the
town of Paarl and visit the Afrikaans Language
Monument. Later in the day we will head to
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In the evening we will head towards the Fairy Glen
private game reserve in order to meet the wild
animals of South Africa. (Known as Big 5?) Upon
arrival at Fairy Glen, we will go for the ‘Nature Walk’
that leads to the famous Brandwacht dam. During
the walk there is a variety of plus minus 250 different
bird type species and fynbos to be discovered. In the
evening we will indulge in a typical “braai” dinner,
prepared by our resident chefs, including traditional
South African cuisine.
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We will head to the Diemersfontein winery. Francois
Roode has been the cellar master since 2003 and he
produces an impressive array of award-winning
wines under both the Diemersfontein and Thokozani
labels. While their Pinotage is repeatedly awarded for
its distinctive ﬂavour, the Diemersfontein range
includes Rhône blends, Chenin Blanc, Viognier and
several other noble cultivars.

Premium Wine-Themed Travel Experience in South Africa

Over the recent decades Wellington has emerged as
an acclaimed, trendsetting player on the South
African wine scene. It is home to to the distinctive
“coffee” variety of Pinotage - South Africa’s signature
grape. Also, the fairly recent South African turn
towards the Viognier grape viticulture has started in
the wineries of Wellington.
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Wellington - the “cradle of the contemporary South
African wine industry”, supplying up to 85% of the
country’s vine cuttings.
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Backsberg Sauvignon Blanc
Nederberg Picnic
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Encounters with
Gentle Giants
at Fairy Glen
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Day Four

2019
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Exploring the Hinterland

Meet the Beasts
of Africa
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In the morning after breakfast we will head for the
safari. During the next 3 hours you will be able to
meet the Big Five of Africa (Lion, Leopard, Elephant,
Buffalo & Rhino) as well as antilopes, zebras,
ostridges and many other magniﬁcent African
animals. A safari is led by an experienced guide who
will share exciting inside stories and facts about your
surroundings, easily rousing your inner wild side.
The tours can be conducted by vehicle or

Horseback. The stay at the Fair Glen Private Game
Reserve will ﬁnish with a lunch after which there will
be time to relax and breathe in the wildlife - facilities
include an outdoor swimming pool, the Curio shop
as well as a bar lounge with serving a variety of local
wines, gin and cold refreshments.
We depart the evening and arrive in Franschhoek,
check-in at the Boschendal Cottages.

Premium Wine-Themed Travel Experience in South Africa

Lion Cubs, Fairy Glen
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Giraffe, Fairy Glen
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Cheetah, Fairy Glen

Lion, Fairy Glen

Horses of the Franschhoek Valley
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Days Five to Six

Mullineux Leuu Wine Estate

Just Beyond Cape Town

Franschhoek

Franschhoek is a town with centuries-old vineyards
and magniﬁcent Cape Dutch architecture. Yet, what
truly distinguishes it from the other parts of the
Cape is its origin - the French Huguenots who
emigrated to South Africa ﬂeeing religious
persecution of Protestants in France after the 1685
revocation of the Edict of Nantes.
The Huguenot Memorial Museum and neighbouring
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monument honour the area’s French settlers and the
majority of Franschhoek’s wineries until this day
hold French-sounding names: La Motte, Maison,
Grande Provence, Dieu Donne, Plaisir de Merle,
Chamonix and several others.
Today we explore Franschhoek via the “South African
Wine Tram”. The group will visit up to 4 wine estates
in the Franschhoek Valley over the course of

Four to ﬁve hours by a double-decker vintage tram.
At each wine estate a premium wine tasting is served
to the group showcasing the award winning wines.
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The Franschhoek Wine Tram hop-on hop-off tour is
one of the best ways to discover the true essence of
the Franschhoek Valley – picturesque vineyards,
breathtaking scenery, warm hospitality, world-class
cuisine, ﬁne wines and a 300 year history.

Boschendal is a complete destination, and one of the
ﬁnest, for the many guests that are welcomed each
year. In all its guises – Boschendal will amaze you –
whether you tour its historic Manor House, taste
exceptional wines, delight in famous picnics, dine at
one of Boschendal restaurants or immerse yourself
in the awe-inspiring landscape.
The 2nd day in Franschhoek is devoted to exploring
the magical town of Franschhoek as it has long
boasted a disproportionate number of South Africa’s
top restaurants.
Leading chefs create everything from cutting-edge
cuisine to stylish light meals using the freshest
produce of the valley, paired with magniﬁcent local
wines.
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Wine Tram Double Decker

With its host of shops and galleries line in the Main
Street, providing a wonderful choice of boutique
fashion and jewellery studios, world-class
collections of artwork and photography, speciality
delis and produce, you will feel like a day in
Franschhoek is not enough.
If you prefer to spend the day in and around wine
estates, discover the magical gardens of

Babylonstoren or get pampered at the Leuu’s estate
spa offering breathtaking views right through its
open walls.
Franschhoek is home to some of the country’s ﬁnest
art offerings and a growing number of local and
international art enthusiasts. Another Franschhoek
attraction is the Motor Museum that displays vintage
cars amid mountain farmland.

Premium Wine-Themed Travel Experience in South Africa
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After a day exploring the fascinating Franschhoek
wine route, let’s settle back at the Boschendal wine
estate.
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“Tolkien was inﬂuenced by South
Africa when he was writing 'Lord of
the Rings.' It has really epic scenery.”
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Babylonstoren Wine Estate Gardens

Premium Wine-Themed Travel Experience in South Africa

Mullineux Leuu Wine Estate Spa

Premium Wine-Themed Travel Experience in South Africa
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Days Seven to Eight

Witness the
Breach

23 | Hermanus

Wine Farm Bouchard Finlayson

Whale & Wine Country

Hermanus
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In the morning we will leave Franschhoek and head
south to Hermanus.
Hemel en Aarde Valley (meaning “Heaven and Earth”
in Afrikaans) is a spectacularly beautiful place and is
the home of the country’s top Pinot Noir and
Chardonnay. The proximity to the sea is the major
advantage for vineyards in the valley and this happy
marriage has also produced cellars with the most

heavenly views.
The Marine Hotel set in front of the Ocean will awe
you from the moment of check-in. The luxurious
ﬁve-star resort is something of an institution in the
Western Cape. You can watch whales through the bay
windows of your room, and even enjoy a private
rock-pool just metres away from the hotel.

Afternoon option 2 : Whale Watching
Hermanus is known as a whale-watching destination
in the world. Beaches include Voëlklip Beach and the
broad Grotto Beach, overlooking Walker Bay. If you
come here in the whale migrating season
( June-December), you can expect to see these
majestic animals from close which is an
unforgettable experience. Not to mention sharks and
- if you’re lucky - orcas.
In the evening dinner back at The Marine where
Head Chef Tronette Dippenaar has created a
restaurant offering that showcases the impressive
bounty of the Overberg region. At Origins at The
Marine, diners can expect dishes incorporating
traditional South African elements in a relaxed,
contemporary atmosphere.
On the 2nd day in Hermanus we invite you to relax at
The Marine’s stunning property with its views, close
proximity to the ocean and pool and spa facilities.
Alternatively, for the active ones, whale-watching,
diving, kayaking or hiking - along with another
dozen of wineries - are only a few of the attractions
on offer in Hermanus.
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Whale Watching
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up the mountain path nature trail. At the top enjoy a
360° view of the Hemel-en-Aarde Valley. From there
you can see the vast Hermanus landscape, all the way
across Walker Bay to Gansbaai in the South and
Hangklip in the West.
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Afternoon option 1 : Visit Bosman Winery in
Hermanus
Visit Bosman Hermanus for wine tasting and picnics
in the Upper Hemel-en-Aarde Valley. It is here where
you can sample several wines and enjoy a picnic
amongst ﬁelds of indigenous ‘fynbos’, luxuriating in
the ‘champagne’ air and absorbing the awe-inspiring
views. For the more adventurous, hike

Premium Wine-Themed Travel Experience in South Africa

In the day we explore Hemel en Aarde Valley wine at
La Vierge wine estate with a visit to the Wine Cellars
and lunch at the winery’s restaurant with multiple
selections of wine. Situated 300m above sea level, the
sight at La Vierge of the brilliant ocean is framed by
the verdant, rolling vineyards, setting the scene for a
stunning wine experience. La Vierge’s restaurant has
a stunning 360-degree view of the vineyards.
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Creation Wines Cellar
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Day Nine

Waterkloof,
Winery In The Sky
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Waterkloof

Cape Town

Somerset West

On the way to Waterkloof, Somerset West
At midday we depart Hemel en Aarde and make our
way along the beautiful blue coast towards Gordons
Bay. Gordons Bay is a coastal town with ﬁshing
boats, nestled between oceans and mountains. We
will enjoy the blue waters from above on a 2 hour
Kayak trip (optional).
If land is more of your choice, feel free to explore the
beaches of Gordons Bay and surrounding areas.
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Lunch at Waterkloof
The drive to restaurant Waterkloof is an experience
on its own. The small pass of the Schapenberg will
lead you to the top with amazing views overlooking
the ocean, the vineyards of the estate and the coastal
town Strand. Waterkloof Estate Somerset West is one
of South Africa’s most beautiful wine estates. The
view from the winery is just stunning. Located in the

Gordons Bay

valley the farm offers phenomenal views over the
whole area and the diverse nature in it.
Once upstairs guests will be surprised by the
modern and stylish design. The entrance through big
glass sliding doors emphasizes the spacious comfort
this place has to offer.
This modern space features spectacular vistas,
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Waterkloof Wine Estate is gorgeously appointed in a
glass promontory. Earthy colours, modern paintings,
a cosy ﬁreplace and spacious table seating give the
restaurant its special look & feel. Each of all tables in
the Waterkloof restaurant offers the best view,
whether you look at the valley, the mountains or the
ocean on the coastline of False Bay, Somerset West.

History of South Africa’s oldest Hotel
Established in 1686 as a modest thatch-roofed
church at the request of Dutch governor Simon van
der Stel, namesake of Stellenbosch. Originally named
d’Ouwe Werf or ‘the old yard’. The church was
deconsecrated after being destroyed by a ﬁre in 1710.
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As the oldest running hotel in South Africa, Oude
Werf has a history that spans back over three
centuries, surviving multiple ﬁres and evolving into
the luxury hotel that you see before you today,
dedicated to green hospitality and giving back to the
community.

Premium Wine-Themed Travel Experience in South Africa

We then leave Somerset West and head to one of
South Africa’s main wine regions: Stellenbosch. For
the next 2 nights we will check in at the luxurious
Oude Werf Hotel, right in the heart of the
Stellenbosch city, Church Street.
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Just as impressive as the surrounding nature, is the
tasting menu at Waterkloof. Within the estate Chef
Gregory Czarnecki sets the tone with a
contemporary cooking style complemented by the
wine pairing by the estate’s elegant wines. The
Restaurant at Waterkloof was awarded the coveted
title of Best Restaurant in South Africa by Eat Out
Guide during the 2018 Eat Out Awards.
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Author: Hex Africa

Wine Capital of South Africa

Oude Werf Hotel,
Stellenbosch
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In 1802 the Wium family built an inn on the site,
however, another ﬁre swept through the establishment
not even a year later, reducing both the inn and an
additional 42 surrounding houses. The hotel was rebuilt,
but 80 years later it would once again suffer the scourge
of ﬁre that wreaked similar damage to the previous one.
It was only in 1973 that owner, Gerhard Lubbe, restored
the property and incorporated its history into the hotel.

hotel. A preserved historical church graveyard can still
be seen under the hotel’s kitchen today! In 2007 the
hotel was bought by the Petousis family and developed
into what it is today, a premier Stellenbosch landmark.
Oude Werf is also strategically located in the heart of
Stellenbosch city - museums, galleries and markets
abound in this culturally rich and diverse area while
other restaurants, bistros and pubs provide a variety
sure to satisfy any taste.

Premium Wine-Themed Travel Experience in South Africa

Oude Werf Hotel

Stark Conde Winery
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Days Ten to Eleven

Delaire Graff Estate Mountain

Wine Capital of South Africa

The Wine Capital,
Stellenbosch
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When one thinks of Stellenbosch, many pictures
emerge... beautiful landscapes, historic buildings,
oak-lined streets and, of course, wine. Stellenbosch
is the second oldest town in South Africa and is
widely regarded as the nation’s wine capital. 150 wine
farms decorate the vine-swept landscape, many of
them historical farms with achingly beautiful Cape
Dutch manor houses, gardens, hotels and
ﬁne-dining restaurants.

We start the day at a very particular winery of
Stellenbosch - the Vergenoegd Low Wine Estate with
their Famous Duck Parade. Together with their
working ﬂock of more than 1200 Indian Runner
Ducks, the Vergenoegd winery managed to avoid
using pesticides as their army of ducks help to assist
with the control of the snail and pest population in
the vineyards.

We will follow the Duck parade at the Vergenoegd
winery with the magniﬁcent views of the Hidden
Valley wine estate.
The 2nd day in Stellenbosch:

* Delaire Graff winery
* Tokara winery

Tokara
Tokara Restaurant is one of the ﬁnest in the Cape
Peninsula, much in thanks to multi-award winning
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Vergenoegd Wine Estate Duck Parade

chef Richard Carstens who is at the kitchen’s helm.
The seasonal Ã la carte menu offers incredible
contemporary dishes, supplemented with exciting
daily specials. Large glass windows and a wooden
deck open out to views over the scenic valley, a
perfect setting for a perfect meal.
If you’ve a taste for the ﬁner things, then you should
visit the on-site ﬁne art gallery before enjoying a

wine tasting of Tokara Wines. As is signature to the
area, classic varietals of grapes are planted in the
high Stellenbosch slopes, where cool air and lower
temperatures offer ideal wine producing conditions.
For the last night we will check-in at Spier Wine
Estate. Going since 1692, Spier is one of South
Africa’s oldest wineries, with a fascinating history
and a legacy that the owners never take for granted.

Premium Wine-Themed Travel Experience in South Africa

Today, with two outstanding restaurants, a
state-of-the-art winery, exclusive Lodges, a
destination Spa and two luxury boutiques, the
transformation of this piece of paradise, nestled
between majestic mountains and overlooking the
vineyards of Stellenbosch, one of the world’s leading
wine destinations, is now complete.
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Delaire Graff
Delaire Graff Estate, a part of the globally prestigious
Relais & Châteaux fellowship, has achieved what
owner and globally renowned visionary Laurence
Graff, Chairman of Graff Diamonds International,
had in mind when he acquired this magniﬁcent Cape
Winelands property in 2003 and vowed to transform
it into South Africa’s most desirable art, hospitality
and wine destination.

Oude Werf Hotel

“Nowhere in the world will you ﬁnd such ﬁrst
world service and quality within an
environment of staggeringly beautiful and
rugged landscapes.”
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Departure
This evening we say our goodbye’s as tomorrow we
depart our separate ways.

Premium Wine-Themed Travel Experience in South Africa

Village-style buildings, lush green lawns and
spacious rooms situated next to the calming Eerste
River are the deﬁning characteristics of the 4 star
Spier Hotel. The rooms are clustered around six
courtyards, with each courtyard boasting its own
swimming pool.
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Today the winery has a modern, conscious energy.
Focused on art and good farming, Spier is about
farm-to-table food and accoladed wines.
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Dylan Lewis Scott Ramsay

“Cape Town is unique in
the world because it is a
city with a nature reserve
in the middle of it.”

Premium Wine-Themed Travel Experience in South Africa

Tokara Restaurant Simonsberg
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“You don’t need a holiday. You need Cape Town.”
Author: Hex Africa
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